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You have to write your answers in English. Make sure that your answers contain no spelling or grammar errors;
Submit Word documents;
On top of your exam write your name, student number, the course name, and the number of credits you need (if you
only need 6 credits write “6-CFU exam”; if you need 12 credits write “12-CFU exam/module A”);
Use 400-600 words per question and indicate the word count for each answer;
Read the questions carefully and try to answer them in a precise, nuanced, and complete way. You will be assessed
on your ability to read primary texts carefully and to clearly explain your analysis. Be thoughtful, critical, and
articulate;
The answer should have a clear, logical structure, with smooth transitions between sentences and/or paragraphs;
If you write an introduction and/or a conclusion, keep these short (no more than 20% of the word count for introduction
and conclusion together) and make sure each part is relevant; quotations too may not comprise more than 20% per
answer – preferably less;
Originality is important: find your own references and quotes and formulate your own explanations and
arguments. THERE WILL BE AN AUTOMATIC PLAGIARISM CHECK.

1. The experience of urban space in Call It Sleep: discuss the matter with reference to the passages from the novel that
emphasize the role of migrants, and of David in particular, in reappropriating and remapping the city of New York.
Make sure to refer to the secondary readings to support your points.
2. Cynthia Ozick’s “The Shawl” is, despite its brevity, a dense a complex story. Discuss it with regard to the notion of
individual responsibility, especially focusing on its ending.
3. Jewish-American families: make a comparison between Call It Sleep and David Leavitt’s “Family Dancing”, with
particular regard to identity matters.
4. Write a comment for the following passage, highlighting its general meaning and its significance within the novel:
He had to get in. He had to. He raced around the corner of the cheder. The window! He clawed at it.
Loose, unbolted, it squealed up easily. There was no hesitation. There could be none. An enormous hand
was shoving him forward. He leapt up, abdomen landing on the sill, teetered half in, half out, sprawled into
the cheder, hands forward.
That closet! Where all of them were! He ran to it. It was just out of reach. He dragged the rabbi’s chair
over, stood up, flung open the door. The blue one! The blue one! Feverishly he pried among them — found
it. He leapt down, already turning the pages. Page sixty-eight it was — twenty-six — forty — seventy-two
— sixty-nine — sixty-eight! On top! With all your might! He wriggled over the bench.
“Beshnas mos hamelech Uziyahu vawere es adonol yoshav al kesai rum venesaw, vshuav malaiim es
hahahol. Serafim omdim memal lo shash kanowfayim, sash kanowfayim lawehhad, beshtayim yahase
fanav uvishtayim yase raglov uvishtayim yaofaif.”
All his senses dissolved into the sound. The lines, unknown, dimly surmised, thundered in his heart
with limitless meaning, rolled out and flooded the last shores of his being. Unmoored in space, he saw one
walking on impalpable pavements that rose with the rising trees. Or were they trees or telegraph-poles,
each crossed and leafy, none could say, but forms stood there with footholds in unmitigated lights. And
their faces shone because the light in their midst was luminous laughter. He read on.
The book, returned. The table hardened…
(Call It Sleep, Book 3, ch. 9)
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You have to write your answers in English. Make sure that your answers contain no spelling or grammar errors;
Submit Word documents;
On top of your exam write your name, student number, the course name, and the number of credits you need (if you
only need 6 credits write “6-CFU exam”; if you need 12 credits write “12-CFU exam/module A”);
Use 400-600 words per question and indicate the word count for each answer;
Read the questions carefully and try to answer them in a precise, nuanced, and complete way. You will be assessed
on your ability to read primary texts carefully and to clearly explain your analysis. Be thoughtful, critical, and
articulate;
The answer should have a clear, logical structure, with smooth transitions between sentences and/or paragraphs;
If you write an introduction and/or a conclusion, keep these short (no more than 20% of the word count for introduction
and conclusion together) and make sure each part is relevant; quotations too may not comprise more than 20% per
answer – preferably less;
Originality is important: find your own references and quotes and formulate your own explanations and
arguments. THERE WILL BE AN AUTOMATIC PLAGIARISM CHECK.

Memory and postmemory: provide a brief overview of the matter, referring to both the texts in the syllabus and
the secondary readings.
Jewish tradition, memory and modernity in Everything Is Illuminated: discuss the book by referring to the
passage(s) that you find relevant to the matter.
Objects and memory in “Rosa” and “Eli the Fanatic”: discuss the topic referring to relevant passages.
Write a comment for the following passage, highlighting its general meaning and its significance within the
novel. You might also want to refer to other episodes from the novel.

(The Complete Maus, 2, ch. 4)

