Northern Colonies: based on religion

Southern Colonies:
economic relationship with England

In Europe:
Protestantism /Calvinism (16th century)
In England: Anglican Religion
Henry VIII (1509-1547)
Edward VI (1547-1553)
“Bloody” Mary (1553-1558)
Elizabeth I (1558-1603)
James I (1603-1625)
Puritans: Scrooby Congregation (1605-1608)

America
1620

1629

Plymouth Colony

Massachusetts Bay Company

William Bradford
(Mayflower)
Of Plimmoth Plantation

John Winthrop (Arbella)

Compact

Covenant

John Winthrop, “A Model of Christian Charity”
(1630)
The City upon a Hill

The New Englanders are a people of God settled in those,
which were once the devil’s territories.
(Cotton Mather, 1693)

What did the Puritans write?
- Diaries and journals
- Poetry
- Sermons ç
- Captivity narratives ç

What did the Puritans write about?
- Self-analysis
- Wilderness
- Typology (types/antitypes)

18th century
• Rise in the population of the American colonies:
1670: 111,000
1760: 1,600,000
• Philadelphia: most important city in the colonies
• Migrants from France, Holland, Germany; Jewish migration to
New York and Philadelphia

Enlightenment
• Isaac Newton
• John Locke
• Deism
___________________

The Great Awakening (1730-1740)
• Jonathan Edwards

1770s-1880s
• 1770: Tea Party
• 1774: Stamp Act
“no taxation without representation”
• 4 July 1776: Declaration of Independence
• 1775-1783: War
• 1785: Treaty of Paris
• 1787: the Constitution was adopted
• 1789: George Washington was elected first president

Thomas Jeﬀerson, “Declara2on of Independence”
(July 4, 1776)
When in the course of human events, it becomes necessary for one
people to dissolve the political bands which have connected them with
another, and to assume among the powers of the earth, the separate
and equal station to which the laws of nature and of nature’s God
entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires that
they should declare the causes which impel them to the separation.
We hold these truths to be self-evident: that all men are created equal;
that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable rights;
that among these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness; that, to
secure these rights, governments are instituted among men, deriving
their just powers from the consent of the governed; that whenever any
form of government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the right of
the people to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new government,
laying its foundation on such principles, and organizing its powers in
such form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their safety and
happiness.

Benjamin Franklin,
The Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin
It was about this time I conceiv’d the bold and arduous project of
arriving at moral perfection. I wish’d to live without committing
any fault at any time; I would conquer all that either natural
inclination, custom, or company might lead me into. As I knew, or
thought I knew, what was right and wrong, I did not see why I
might not always do the one and avoid the other. But I soon
found I had undertaken a task of more difficulty than I had
imagined. While my care was employ’d in guarding against one
fault, I was often surprised by another; habit took the advantage
of inattention; inclination was sometimes too strong for reason. I
concluded, at length, that the mere speculative conviction that it
was our interest to be completely virtuous, was not sufficient to
prevent our slipping; and that the contrary habits must be
broken, and good ones acquired and established, before we can
have any dependence on a steady, uniform rectitude of conduct.
For this purpose I therefore contrived the following method.

I made a little book, in which I allotted a page for each of the virtues.
I rul’d each page with red ink, so as to have seven columns, one for
each day of the week, marking each column with a letter for the day.
I cross’d these columns with thirteen red lines, marking the
beginning of each line with the first letter of one of the virtues, on
which line, and in its proper column, I might mark, by a little black
spot, every fault I found upon examination to have been committed
respecting that virtue upon that day.

18th/19th century

• Rise in the population, from the American colonies to the
USA:
1760: 1,600,000
1820: 9,500,000

Westward expansion
• Purchase of Louisiana:

• 1828: Andrew Jackson (Tennessee) elected President:
“A tall, lank, uncouth looking personage, with lots of hair
around his face, and a queue down his back tied with an eel
skin, his dress singular, his manner and deportment those of
a rough backwoodsman.”
• 1830: Indian Removal Act

The Manifest Destiny and the Frontier
We are the nation of human progress, and who will, what can,
set limits to our onward march? We point to the everlasting truth
on the first page of our national declaration, and we proclaim to
the millions of other lands, that the "gates of hell - the powers of
aristocracy and monarchy - shall not prevail against it”.
The far-reaching, the boundless future will be an era of American
greatness. In its magnificent domain of space and time, the
nation of many nations is destined to manifest to mankind the
excellence of divine principles: to establish on earth the noblest
temple ever dedicated to the worship of the Most High - the
Sacred and the True. Its floor shall be a hemisphere - its roof the
firmament of the star-studded heavens, and its congregation an
Union of many Republics, comprising hundreds of happy
millions.
(John O’Sullivan, 1839)

there are several things wanting to promote this improvement. to
reprint the Saxon books in modern type; reform their orthography;
publish in the same way the treasures still existing in MS. and, more
than all things, we want a Dictionary […]. we want too an elaborate
history of the English language.
in time our country may be able to cooperate with you in these labors,
of common advantage but as yet it is too much a blank, calling for
other, and more pressing attentions. we have too much to do in the
improvements of which it is susceptible, & which are deemed more
immediately useful. literature is not yet a distinct profession with us.
now and then a strong mind arises, and at it’s intervals of leisure from
business, emits a flash of light. but the first object of young societies
is bread and covering; science is but secondary and subsequent.
(Thomas Jefferson, Letter to Evelyn Denison, 9 November 1825)

Washington Irving (1783-1859)

The History of New York, as Diedrich
Knickerbocker (1809)
The Sketch-Book of Geoffrey Crayon, Gent.
(1819-1820), which includes
“Rip van Winkle”
“The Legend of Sleepy Hollow”

James Fenimore Cooper (1789-1851)
Leatherstocking Tales
publication:
1. The Pioneers (1823)
2. The Last of the Mohicans
(1826)
3. The Prairie (1827)
4. The Pathfinder (1840)
5. The Deerslayer (1841)

narrative:
1. The Deerslayer (1841)
2. The Last of the Mohicans
(1826)
3. The Pathfinder (1840)
4. The Pioneers (1823)
5. The Prairie (1827)

“A decrescendo of reality, and a crescendo of beauty”
(D.H. Lawrence, Studies in Classic American Literature, 1823)

Edgar Allan Poe (1809-1849)
Novel:
The Narrative
of Arthur Gordon Pym (1838)
Short Stories:
“The Murders in the Rue Morgue” (1841)
“The Mysteries of Marie Roget” (1842)
Poems
“The Raven”
Essays:
“The Philosophy of Composition” (1846):
“the death of a beautiful woman is unquestionably the most poetical
topic in the world, and equally is it beyond doubt that the lips best suited
for such topic are those of a bereaved lover”

Transcendentalism
Journal:
•

The Dial (1840)

Sources:
Plato
Immanuel Kant, Critique of Pure
Reason (1781)
• Samuel T. Coleridge; English
and German Romanticism
• Traditional Indian philosophy

Principles:
• Microcosm ~ Macrocosm
• Over-soul
• Self-reliance

•
•

Political positions:
•
•
•
•

Socialism
Abolitionism
Feminism
Ecology

Transcendentalists
Ralph Waldo Emerson (1803-1882)*
Henry David Thoreau (1817-1862)
• Walden (1854)
• Resistance to Civil Government (1849)
Margaret Fuller (1810-1850)
• Woman in the Nineteenth Century (1845)
Amos Bronson Alcott (1799-1888)
Elizabeth Peabody (1804-1894)

Ralph Waldo Emerson (1803-1882)
• Unitarian clergy
• Transcendental Club
• Nature (1836)
• “The American Scholar” (1837)
• “Self-Reliance” (1841)

Emerson, Nature
Our age is retrospective. It builds the sepulchres of the fathers. It
writes biographies, histories, and criticism. The foregoing
generations beheld God and nature face to face; we, through
their eyes. Why should not we also enjoy an original relation to
the universe? Why should not we have a poetry and philosophy
of insight and not of tradition, and a religion by revelation to us,
and not the history of theirs? Embosomed for a season in nature,
whose floods of life stream around and through us, and invite us
by the powers they supply, to action proportioned to nature, why
should we grope among the dry bones of the past, or put the
living generation into masquerade out of its faded wardrobe?
The sun shines to-day also. There is more wool and flax in the
fields. There are new lands, new men, new thoughts. Let us
demand our own works and laws and worship.

“Self-Reliance”

Trust thyself: every heart vibrates to that iron string. Accept the
place the divine providence has found for you, the society of your
contemporaries, the connection of events. Great men have
always done so, and confided themselves childlike to the genius
of their age, betraying their perception that the absolutely
trustworthy was seated at their heart, working through their
hands, predominating in all their being. And we are now men,
and must accept in the highest mind the same transcendent
destiny; and not minors and invalids in a protected corner, not
cowards fleeing before a revolution, but guides, redeemers, and
benefactors, obeying the Almighty effort, and advancing on
Chaos and the Dark.

But why should you keep your head over your shoulder? Why
drag about this corpse of your memory, lest you contradict
somewhat you have stated in this or that public place? Suppose
you should contradict yourself; what then? It seems to be a rule
of wisdom never to rely on your memory alone, scarcely even in
acts of pure memory, but to bring the past for judgment into the
thousand-eyed present, and live ever in a new day. In your
metaphysics you have denied personality to the Deity: yet when
the devout motions of the soul come, yield to them heart and life,
though they should clothe God with shape and color. Leave your
theory, as Joseph his coat in the hand of the harlot, and flee.

A foolish consistency is the hobgoblin of little minds, adored by
little statesmen and philosophers and divines. With consistency a
great soul has simply nothing to do. He may as well concern
himself with his shadow on the wall. Speak what you think now in
hard words, and to-morrow speak what to-morrow thinks in hard
words again, though it contradict every thing you said to-day. —
‘Ah, so you shall be sure to be misunderstood.’ — Is it so bad,
then, to be misunderstood? Pythagoras was misunderstood, and
Socrates, and Jesus, and Luther, and Copernicus, and Galileo,
and Newton, and every pure and wise spirit that ever took flesh.
To be great is to be misunderstood.

Margaret Fuller, Woman in the Nineteenth Century
Male and female represent the two sides of the great radical dualism.
But, in fact, they are perpetually passing into one another. Fluid
hardens to solid, solid rushes to fluid. There is no wholly masculine
man, no purely feminine woman.
History jeers at the attempts of physiologists to bind great original laws
by the forms which flow from them. They make a rule; they say from
observation, what can and cannot be. In vain! Nature provides
exceptions to every rule. She sends women to battle, and sets
Hercules spinning; she enables women to bear immense burdens, cold,
and frost; she enables the man, who feels maternal love, to nourish his
infant like a mother. Of late she plays still gayer pranks. Not only she
deprives organizations, but organs, of a necessary end. She enables
people to read with the top of the head, and see with the pit of the
stomach. Presently she will make a female Newton, and a male Syren.
Man partakes of the feminine in the Apollo, woman of the masculine as
Minerva.

American Renaissance
Francis Otto Matthiessen (1902 – 1950)
American Renaissance. Art and Expression
in the Age of Emerson and Whitman
(1941)
•
•
•
•
•

Ralph Waldo Emerson (1803-1882)
Henry David Thoreau (1817-1862)
Nathaniel Hawthorne (1804-1864)
Herman Melville (1819-1891)
Walt Whitman (1819-1892)

Nathaniel Hawthorne (1804-1864)
• Born in Salem as Hathorne;
descendent of a Salem magistrate who
took part in the Salem Witch Trials
• Worked at the Boston Custom House
(1839) è “The Custom House”, in The
Scarlet Letter
• Joined the Brook Farm Community
(1841) èThe Blithedale Romance
• Consul in Liverpool (1853)

Novels or Romances?
•
•
•
•
•

Fanshawe (published anonymously, 1828)
The Scarlet Letter (1850)
The House of the Seven Gables (1851)
The Blithedale Romance (1852)
The Marble Faun (1860)

Collections of short stories
• Twice-Told Tales (1837)
• Mosses from an Old Manse (1846)

Most popular short stories
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

"My Kinsman, Major Molineux" (1832)
"The Minister's Black Veil" (1832)
"Young Goodman Brown" (1835)
"Wakefield" (1835)
"The Birth-Mark" (March 1843)
"The Celestial Railroad" (1843)
"Rappaccini's Daughter" (1844)
"Ethan Brand" (1850)

Herman Melville
(New York 1819 – New York 1891)

“if, at my death, my executors, or more
properly my creditors, find any precious
MSS. in my desk, then here I prospectively
ascribe all the honor and the glory to whaling;
for a whale-ship was my Yale College and
my Harvard.”
(Moby-Dick, ch. 24)

• Typee: A Peep of Polynesian Life (1846)
• Omoo. A Narrative of Adventures in the South Seas (1847)
• Moby-Dick (1851)
– Pequod
– Ishmael
– Ahab

• Pierre: or, The Ambiguities (1852)
• Benito Cereno (1855)
• Israel Potter: His Fifty Years of Exile (1855)
• The Confidence-Man: His Masquerade (1857)
• Billy Budd, Sailor: An Inside Narrative (1891)

The term 'Savage' is, I conceive, often misapplied, and indeed,
when I consider the vices, cruelties, and enormities of every kind
that spring up in the tainted atmosphere of a feverish civilization,
I am inclined to think that so far as the relative wickedness of the
parties is concerned, four or five Marquesan Islanders sent to the
United States as Missionaries might be quite as useful as an
equal number of Americans despatched to the Islands in a
similar capacity.
(Typee: A Peep at Polynesian Life, ch. 17)

Walt Whitman (1819-1892)
This is no book;
Who touches this, touches a man

1st edition: 1855, New York, 94 pages, 12 poems
“Deathbed edition”: 1892, 389 poems

Preface (1855)
The Americans of all nations at any time upon the earth have
probably the fullest poetical nature. The United States
themselves are essentially the greatest poem.
Other states indicate themselves in their deputies … but the
genius of the United States is not best or most in its
executives or legislatures, nor in its ambassadors or authors
or colleges or churches or parlors, nor even in its newspapers
or inventors … but always most in the common people.

The known universe has one complete lover and that is the
greatest poet. He consumes an eternal passion and is indifferent
which chance happens and which possible contingency of
fortune or misfortune and persuades daily and hourly his
delicious pay.
the greatest poet brings the spirit of any or all events and
passions and scenes and persons some more and some less to
bear on your individual character as you hear or read. […] Past
and present and future are not disjoined but joined. The greatest
poet forms the consistence of what is to be from what has been
and is. He drags the dead out of their coffins and stands them
again on their feet . . . . he says to the past, Rise and walk before
me that I may realize you. He learns the lesson . . . . he places
himself where the future becomes present.

The messages of great poets to each man and woman are,
Come to us on equal terms, Only then can you understand us,
We are no better than you, What we enclose you enclose, What
we enjoy you may enjoy. Did you suppose there could be only
one Supreme? We affirm there can be unnumbered Supremes,
and that one does not countervail another any more than one
eyesight countervails another . . and that men can be good or
grand only of the consciousness of their supremacy within them.
An individual is as superb as a nation when he has the qualities
which make a superb nation. The soul of the largest and
wealthiest and proudest nation may well go half-way to meet that
of its poets. The signs are effectual. There is no fear of mistake.
If the one is true the other is true. The proof of a poet is that his
country absorbs him as affectionately as he has absorbed it.

Emily Dickinson (Amherst, 1830-1886)
Second Great Awakening
Published 10 poems
Th.H. Johnson’s edition, 1955:
1755 poems
R. Franklin’s edition, 1998:
1789 poems
Bible
Shakespeare
Metaphysical poets
Keats
Emerson
Emily Brontë

Because I see – new Englandly –
The Queen, discerns like me –
Provincially –

“My life is for itself and not a spectacle. I much prefer that it
should be of a lower strain, so it be genuine and equal, than it
should be glittering and unsteady.”

Slant rhyme
Enjambment
Dashes

African American History
• 1619 Twenty slaves arrive in America in a Dutch ship
• Middle passage / Black Atlantic
- Olaudah Equiano (1745-1797), The Interesting Narrative of
the Life of Olaudah Equiano, or Gustavus Vassa the
African (1789)
• Slavery was 'inherited' through the mother
• Underground railroad
• Fugitive Slave Act (1850)
• Abolitionism
– North: abolished 18th/19th century
– South: 1865

African American Culture
• Oral tradition
- Folk tales
- Spiritual
ü Trickster
ü Signifying

Henry Louis Gates, The Signifying
Monkey: A Theory of African-American
Literary Criticism (1988)

• Phillis Wheatley (1753-1784), Poems on
Various Subjects (1773)
• Slave narratives

Frederick Douglass (1818-1895)
Maryland
New York (1838)
• Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass,
an American Slave (1845)
• My Bondage and My Freedom (1855)
• Life and Times of Frederick Douglass (1881-1892)
• Founder and editor of The North Star (1847)
• "What to the Slave Is the Fourth of July?” (1852)

In that instrument [i.e.: the Constitution] I hold there is neither
warrant, license, nor sanction of the hateful thing; but, interpreted
as it ought to be interpreted, the Constitution is a GLORIOUS
LIBERTY DOCUMENT. Read its preamble, consider its
purposes. Is slavery among them? Is it at the gateway? or is it in
the temple? It is neither.

